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This is a V-neck cardigan with a lace pattern on the hem. 

At first, you will start knitting both sleeves from the middle, and then knit the body 

back and forth. When you knit the body to the armpit, join both sleeves to the 

body and continue to knit york. After knitting the upper half of the cardigan, start 

knitting cuffs and lace pattern of the body.  

You can choose the length according to the number of repetitions of lace pattern. 

Also, you can choose the cuffs with frills or no frills. In my sample Mimosa version is 

the short length cardigan with frill cuffs, and Ajisai version is the middle length 

cardigan with no frill cuffs.  

Find your favorite combination of length, cuff, and the color. Hope it be like your 

favorite flower. 

…Ajisai is the name of hydrangea in Japan 

 And this flower is the one of my favorite flowers… 

Mimosa & Ajisai 

Yuko Shimizu	
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2.25” 

2.75” 

12.25 (13.75, 15.75, 17.5)” 

8 (8.75, 9.5, 10)” 

9 (9.5, 12, 13.75)” 

8.25 (9, 9.75, 10.25)” 

Pattern specifications 

Sizes / S (M, L, XL) Model is wearing Size S. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finished Measurements 

Bust at underarm: 90 (100, 115, 135) cm / 35.5 (39.5, 46, 53.25)” 

Total length:     Mimosa version: 45 (50, 56, 66) cm / 17.5 (19.5, 22, 26)”  

           :     Ajisai version: 55 (61, 67, 76) cm / 21.5 (24, 26.25, 30)” 

 

Materials 

Yarn 

   Mimosa version 

780 (950, 1000, 1800) m / 853 (1040, 1093, 1968) yds  

200 (250, 280, 380) g/ 1 (2, 2, 2) skeins of saredo recycled cotton 100 (100% cotton, 780 m / 853 

yds per 200 g), color: sample shown in Sunflower. 

   Ajisai version 

950 (1150, 1450, 2050) m / 1040 (1260, 1590, 2240) yds 

250 (300, 380, 470) g/ 2 (2, 2, 3) skeins of saredo re-specked cotton (100% cotton, 780 m / 853 

yds per 200 g), color: sample shown in Middle grey. 
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Needles 

2.75 mm / US 2, 2.5 mm / US 1.5, 2 mm / US 0 circular needle, 80 cm / 32” and 60 cm / 24” long  

Adjust needle size if necessary to get gauge. 

 

Others 

Stitch markers, tapestry needle, waste yarn, cable needle, crochet hook, 6 buttons  

(recommended size: 13 mm) 

 

Gauges 

28 stitches and 37 rows / rounds = 10 cm / 4” in Stockinette stitch on size 2.75 mm / US 2 

needle. 

35 stitches and 48 rounds = 10 cm / 4” in sleeve cuffs on size 2.5 mm / US 1.5 needle. 

 

Abbreviations and techniques 

BO: bind off 

ch: chain stitch 

CN: cable needle 

CO: cast on 

dec(’d): decrease(d) 

inc(’d): increase(d) 

k: knit 

k2tog: knit 2 together 

MM: main marker. This marker shows the 

beginning of the round. 

m1L: make 1 left 

p: purl 

PM: place marker 

pss3: slip 1 knitwise, knit1, yarn over, knit1, 

pass slipped stitch over 3 stitches. 

patt: pattern 

p2tog: purl 2 together 

RT (rib twist): slip 2 sts to CN as if to knit, 

hold in back, k1 from left hand needle, 

then p1, k1 from CN. 

rep: repeat 

RM: remove marker  

rnd(s): round(s) 

RS: right side 

sl: slip 

slM: slip marker 

ssk: slip, slip, knit 

ssp: slip, slip, purl 

st(s): stitch(es) 

St st: Stockinet stitch 

S2KP: slip 2 sts together knitwise, knit one, 

pass the slipped 2 sts together. 

WS: wrong side  

wyib with yarn in back 

wyif: with yarn in front 

yo: yarn over 
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Sleeves 

With waste yarn and crochet hook, using crochet CO 

method, CO 72 (78, 84, 96) sts onto 2.75 mm / US 2 

needle. PM and join to work in the round, being 

careful not to twist sts. 

(About crochet CO method, see link:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0wkQRG4Tmv4

&t=47s) 

Set-up rnds: join yarn. K rnd, slM, k16 (21, 16, 25), [k3, yo] 13 (12, 17, 15) times, k to end. You 

have 85 (90, 101, 111) sts. 

K 10 rnds. 

Dec rnd: slM, k1, ssk, k to 3 sts before M, k2tog, k1 (2 sts dec’d). 83 (88, 99, 109) sts. 

K 11 rnds, then rep Dec rnd. 81 (86, 97, 107) sts. 

Rep last 12 rnds 2 more times. 77 (82, 93, 103) sts. 

K 3 (5, 8, 12) rnds. 

Next 2 rnds: slM, k to 6 (6, 8, 10) sts before M, BO 6 (6, 8, 10), RM, BO 6 (6, 8, 10), k to end. 65 

(70, 77, 83) sts. 

Place rem sts onto waste yarn or stitch holder. Cut yarn. 

Make another sleeve the same. 

Body 

With waste yarn and crochet hook, using crochet CO method, CO 252 (280, 334, 378) sts onto 

2.75 mm / US 2 needle. Do not join in the round. 

(About crochet CO method, see link:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0wkQRG4Tmv4&t=47s) 

 

Row 1 (RS): join yarn, k to end. 

Row 2 (WS): sl 1 wyif, p to end. 

Row 3 (RS): sl 1 wyib, k to end. 

Row 4 (WS): rep Row 2. 

Rep last 2 rows 10 (12, 14, 16) more times. 
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Front edge decreases 

Dec 1 st every third row on each front edge. 

Row 1 (RS): sl 1 wyib, k1, k2tog, k to 4 sts before end, ssk, k2. 2 sts dec’d. 

Row 2 (WS): sl 1 wyif, p to end. 

Row 3 (RS): sl 1 wyib, k to end. 

Row 4 (WS): sl 1 wyif, p1, ssp, p to 4 sts before end, p2tog, p2. 248 (276, 330, 374) sts. (2 sts 

decreased.) 

Row 5 (RS): rep Row 3. 

Row 6 (WS): rep Row 2. 

Rep last 6 rows 2 (3, 4, 6) times more. 12 (16, 20, 28) sts dec’d, 240 (264, 314, 350) sts. 

BO underarm sts 

Row 1 (RS): sl 1 wyib, k1, k2tog, k to 4 sts before end, ssk, k2. 

Row 2 (WS): sl1 wyif, p 48 (53, 64, 69)(left front), BO 12 (12, 16, 20), p 116 (130, 150, 168)(back), 

BO 12 (12, 16, 20), p 49 (54, 65, 70)(right front). 24 (24, 32, 40) sts dec’d, 214 (238, 280, 308) sts. 

(49 (54, 65, 70) sts on each left and right front, 116 (130, 150, 168) sts on back) 

 

Join Body and Sleeves 

Set-up Row1 (RS): sl 1 wyib, *k to 1 st before BO, PM, 

ssk (first slipped st is the last st of right front body, 

second slipped st is the first one st of the sleeve), k to 

1 st before BO, k2tog (first st is the last st of the 

sleeve, second st is the first st of back body), PM**, 

repeat * to **, k to end. 340 (374, 430, 470) sts. 

Set-up Row 2 (WS): sl 1 wyif, p1, ssp, p to 4 sts before 

end, p2tog, p2. 338 (372, 428, 468) sts. 
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Sleeve and body decreases 

From now on, you will decrease on body and sleeves, 

keeping every-3-row front edge decreases as before. 

Refer to the table of your size below, until Row 61 (69, 

75, 81). 

 

 

 

Row A  (RS/sleeve dec): sl 1 wyib, (k to M, slM, ssk, k to 2 sts before M, k2tog, slM) 2 times, k to 

end. 4 sts dec’d. 

Row B  (RS/front edge and sleeve dec): sl 1 wyib, k1, k2tog, (k to M, slM, ssk, k to 2 sts before M, 

k2tog,slM) 2 times, k to 4 sts before end, ssk, k2. 6 sts dec’d 

Row C (RS/front edge dec): sl 1 wyib, k1, k2tog, k to 4 sts before end, ssk, k2. 2 sts dec’d. 

Row D (WS/front edge dec): sl 1 wyif, p1, ssp, p to 4 sts before end, p2tog, p2. 2 sts dec’d. 

Row E  (RS/all raglan dec): sl 1 wyib, (k to 2 sts before M, k2tog, slM, ssk) 4 times, k to end. 8 sts 

dec’d. 

Row F  (RS/front edge and all raglan dec): sl 1 wyib, k1, k2tog, (k to 2 sts before M, k2tog, slM, 

ssk) 4 times, k to 4 sts before end, ssk, k2. 10 sts dec’d. 

Row G  (RS/no dec): sl 1 wyib, k to end. 

Row H  (WS/no dec): sl 1 wyif, p to end. 

Short rows 

SR1 (RS): sl 1 wyib, k1, k2tog, *k to M, slM, ssk**, k to 2 sts before M, k2tog, slM, rep * to **, k to 

4 sts before M, w&t. 

SR2 (WS): (p to M, slM) 2 times, p to 4 sts before M, w&t. 

SR3 (RS): (k to M, slM) 2 times, k to 2 sts before M picking up wrap, k2tog, slM, k to 4 sts before 

end, ssk, k2. 

SR4 (WS): sl 1 wyif, p to end picking up wrap. 
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 Size S 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Size M 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Size L 
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Size XL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Replace shoulder markers. 

Size S only: sl 1 wyif, (p to M, RM, ssp, PM, p to 2 sts before M, PM, p2tog, RM) 2 times, p to 

end. 180 sts. (9 sts on each sleeves (between the shoulder markers), 26 sts on each front, 110 

sts on back.) 

Size M, L, XL: sl 1 wyif, p1, ssp, (p to M, RM, p1, PM, p to 1 st before M, PM, p1, RM) 2 times, p 

to 4 sts before end, p2tog, p2. (200, 240, 272) sts. ((12, 15, 19) sts on each sleeves (between the 

shoulder markers), (27, 35, 38) sts on each front, (122, 140, 158) sts on back.) 

 

From Row 63 (71, 77, 83), decrease body sts every row on outer sides of markers, keeping front 

edge dec on every 3 rows as before. Extra sts are dec’d on back from Row 83 (91, 105, 111). 

Refer to the table of your size below. 

Row a  ( RS/body dec):	 sl 1 wyib, (k to 3 sts before M, k2tog, k1, slM, k to M, slM, k1, ssk) 2 

times, k to end. 4 sts dec’d. 

Row b  (WS/body dec): sl 1 wyif, (p to 2 sts before M, p2tog, slM, p to M, slM, ssp) 2 times, p 

to end. 4 sts dec’d. 

Row c  (RS/front edge & body dec): sl 1 wyib, k1, k2tog, (k to 3 sts before M, k2tog, k1, slM, k 

to M, slM, k1, ssk) 2 times, k to 4 sts before end, ssk, k2. 6 sts dec’d. 

Row d  (WS/front edge & body dec): sl 1 wyif, p1, ssp, (p to 2 sts before M, p2tog, slM, p to M, 

slM, ssp) 2 times, p to 4 sts before end, p2tog, p2. 6 sts dec’d. 
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Row e  (RS/body dec with extra back dec): sl 1 wyib, *k to 3 sts before M, k2tog, k1, slM, k to 

M, slM, k1, ssk**, k14 (16, 16, 18), ssk, k to 19 (21, 21, 23) sts before M, k2tog, rep * to ** 

once more, k to end. 6 sts dec’d. 

Row f  (RS/front edge, body and extra back dec): sl 1 wyib, k1, k2tog, *k to 3 sts before M, 

k2tog, k1, slM, k to M, slM, k1, ssk**, k14 (16, 16, 18), ssk, k to 19 (21, 21, 23) sts before 

M, k2tog, rep * to ** once more, k to 4 sts before end, ssk, k2. 8 sts dec’d. 

Short rows 

SR1 (RS): sl 1 wyib, k1, k2tog, *k to 3 sts before M, k2tog, k1, slM**, k to M, slM, k1, ssk, rep * 

to **, k to M, slM, w&t. 

SR2 (WS): slM, p to M, slM, ssp, p to 2 sts before M, p2tog, slM, p to 1 st before M, w&t. 

SR3 (RS): k to M, slM, k1, ssk, k to 3 sts before M, k2tog, k1, slM, k to M, slM, k1 picking up 

the wrap, ssk, k to 4 sts before end, ssk, k2. 

SR4 (WS): sl 1 wyif, *p to 2 sts before M, p2tog, slM**, p to M, slM, ssp, rep * to ** once more, 

p to 1 st before M, p1 picking up the wrap, slM, ssp, p to end. 

SR5 (RS): sl 1 wyib, *k to 3 sts before M, k2tog, k1, slM**, k to M, slM, k1, ssk, rep * to **, k to 

M, slM, w&t. 

SR6 (WS): rep SR2. 

SR7 (RS): k to M, slM, k1, ssk, k to 3 sts before M, k2tog, k1, slM, k to M, slM, k1 picking up 

the wrap, ssk, k to end. 

SR8 (WS): sl 1 wyif, p1, ssp, *p to 2 sts before M, p2tog, slM**, p to M, slM, ssp, rep * to ** 

once more, p to 1 st before M, p1 picking up the wrap, slM, ssp, p to 4 sts before end, 

p2tog, p2. 

SR9-11: as SR 5-7  

SR12: as SR 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Shoulder. 
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Size S 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Row 83 (RS): sl 1 wyib, k2tog, k2tog, slM, k to M, slM, k1, ssk, k14, ssk, k to 19 sts before M, 

k2tog, k to 3 sts before M, k2tog, k1, slM, k to M, slM, ssk, ssk, k1. 

Row 84 (WS): rep Row b 

Row 85 (RS): k2tog, RM, k to M, slM, k1, ssk, k14, ssk, k to 19 sts before M, k2tog, k to 3 sts 

before M, k2tog, k1, slM, k to M, RM, ssk. 

Row 86 (WS): p2tog, p to M, RM, ssp, p to 2 sts before M, p2tog, RM, p to 2 sts before end, ssp. 

Do not cut yarn and continue to work neck rib. 76 sts remain. 

 

 

 

Size M 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Row 95 (RS): k1, RM, k to M, slM, k1, ssk, k16, ssk, k to 21 sts before M, k2tog, k to 3 sts before 

M, k2tog, k1, slM, k to M, RM, k1. 

Row 96 (WS): p2tog, p to M, RM, ssp, p to 2 sts before M, p2tog, RM, p to 2 sts before end, ssp. 

Do not cut yarn and continue to work neck rib. 88 sts remain. 
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Size L 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Row 107 (RS): k2tog, k1, slM, k to M, slM, k1, ssk, k16, ssk, k to 21 sts before M, k2tog, k to 3 sts 

before M, k2tog, k1, slM, k to M, slM, k1, ssk. 

Row 108 (WS): p2tog, RM, p to M, slM, ssp, p to 2 sts before M, p2tog, slM, p to M, RM, ssp. 

Row 109 (RS): k2tog, k to M, RM, k1, ssk, k16, ssk, k to 21 sts before M, k2tog, k to 3 sts before 

M, k2tog, k1, RM, k to 2 sts before end, ssk. 

Row 110 (WS): k2, [p2, k2] to end. Do not cut yarn and continue to work neck rib. 98 sts remain. 

 

Size XL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Row 115 (RS): k2tog, k2tog, slM, k to M, slM, k1, ssk, k18, ssk, k to 23 sts before M, k2tog, k to 3 

sts before M, k2tog, k1, slM, k to M, slM, ssk, ssk. 

Row 116 (WS): p2tog, RM, p to M, slM, ssp, p to 2 sts before M, p2tog, slM, p to M, RM, ssp. 

Row 117 (RS): k2tog, k to M, RM, k1, ssk, k18, ssk, k to 23 sts before M, k2tog, k to 3 sts before 

M, k2tog, k1, RM, k to 2 sts before end, ssk. 

Row 118 (WS): k2, [p2, k2] to end. Do not cut yarn and continue to work neck rib. 118 sts 

remain. 
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Rib 

Change to 2 mm / US 0 needle 

(Sizes S, M) Row 1 (RS): [p2, k2] to end. 

Repeat last row 9 more times. 

(Sizes L, XL) Row 1 (RS): p2, [k2, p2] to end. 

Row 2 (WS): k2, [p2, k2] to end. 

Repeat last 2 rows 3 more times.  

BO all sts tightly in patt. Cut yarn. 

 

Sleeve cuffs 

Using 2.5 mm / US 1.5 60 cm / 24” circular needle, 

undo the knotted end of the crochet chain and pull 

the chain out, placing live stitches onto needle. You 

have 72 (78, 84, 96) sts. Join yarn. 

 

Rib 
All sizes 

Set-up rnd: PM, (k1, p1) to M. 

Rnd 1: slM, (k1, p1, pss3, p1) to M. 

Rnds 2 to 4: slM, (k1, p1) to M. 

Rep last 4 rnds 6 (6, 6, 7) times (or to your desired length), then rep (Rnds 1 and 2) once more.

   Mimosa version only 

   Next rnd: slM, (k2, yo) to M. 

   K3 rnds.  

   BO all sts in patt . 

   Ajisai version only  

   BO all sts in patt tightly. 
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Lower body. 

Using 2.75 mm / US 2 80 cm / 32” circular needle, 

undo the knotted end of the crochet chain and pull 

the chain out, placing live sts onto needle. You have 

252 (280, 334, 378) sts. Join yarn.  

Set-up row (WS) 

Size S only: p 125, P2tog, p to end. 251sts. 

Size M only: p 140, m1L, p to end. 281 sts. 

Size L only: (p 82, p2tog) 3 times, p to end. 331 sts.  

Size XL only: p 95, m1L, (p 94, m1L) 2 times, p to end. 381 sts. 

 

Lace work 

      For both Mimosa and Ajisai versions (all sizes) 

Row 1 (RS): k1, [k3, yo, S2KP, yo, k4] 25 (28, 33, 38) times. 

Row 2 and following WS rows: p to end. 

Row 3 (RS): k1, [k1, ssk, k1, yo, k1, yo, k1, k2tog, k2] 25 (28, 33, 38) times. 

Row 5 (RS): k1, [ssk, k1, yo, k3, yo, k1, k2tog, k1] 25 (28, 33, 38) times. 

Row 7 (RS): ssk, [k1, yo, k5, yo, k1, S2KP] 24 (27, 32, 37) times, k1, yo, k5, yo, k1, k2tog. 

Row 9 (RS): k9, yo, S2KP, [yo, k7, yo, S2KP] 23 (26, 31, 36) times, yo, k9. 

Row 11 (RS): k7, ssk, k1, yo, k1, [yo, k1, k2tog, k3, ssk, k1, yo, k1] 23 (26, 31, 36) times, yo, k1, 

k2tog, k7. 

Row 13 (RS): k1, [k1, yo, k1, k2tog, k1, ssk, k1, yo, k2] 25 (28, 33, 38) times. 

Row 15 (RS): k1, [k2, yo, k1, S2KP, k1, yo, k3] 25 (28, 33, 38) times. 

Continue with instructions for your version. 
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   Mimosa version (all sizes) 

Go to Hem section. 

 

   Ajisai version (all sizes) 

Rep last 16 rows 2 (2, 3, 3) times more or to your desired length. 

Go to Hem section. 

Hem  

     For both versions. Change to 2.5 mm / US 1.5 needle. 

Set-up row 1 (RS)  

(Sizes S,M only): p2, (k1, p1) to 3 sts before end, k1, p2. 

(Size L only): p2, [(k1, p1) 53 times, k2tog, p1] twice, (k1, p1) to 3 sts before end, k1, p2. 329 sts. 

(Size XL only): p2, [(k1, p1) 63 times, m1L, p1] 2 times, (k1, p1) to 3 sts before end, k1, p2. 383 

sts. 

All sizes 

Set-up row 2 (WS): k2, (p1, k1) to 3 sts before end, p1, k2. 

Row 1 (RS): p2, (k1, p1) to 3 sts before end, k1, p2. 

Row 2 (WS): k2, (p1, k1) to 3 sts before end, p1, k2. 

Row 3 (RS): p2, (k1, p1, RT, p1) rep to 3 sts before end, k1, p2. 

Row 4 (WS): rep Row 2. 

Row 5 (RS): rep Row 1. 

Row 6 (WS): rep Row 2. 

Rep last 6 rows 5 more times (or to your desired length).  

BO all sts in patt. Cut yarn. 

Front bands 

   Only Ajisai version has buttonholes on front bands.  

   For Mimosa version, buttonholes are made with 

crochet chain.  

Right front band 

Using size 2.5 mm / US 1.5 needle and long-tail 

method, CO 11 sts. 

Row 1 (RS): k2, (p1, k1) 4 times, k1. 

Row 2 (WS): p2, (k1, p1) 4 times, p1. 

Continue with instructions for your version. 
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   Mimosa version 

Rep Rows 1 and 2, 84 (93, 104, 116) more times. Do not cut yarn.   

Sew front band to front edge using a tapestry needle or a crochet hook (whichever you like), 

starting from the bottom of the hem while adjusting the length (If necessary, add or shorten 

the front band). Graft live sts on needle and the right edge of neck rib with Kitchener st. 

Make buttonholes as follows: Join yarn to Row 38 of right front edge. [Chain 5, skip 3 rows and 

slip stitch into the third row, slip stitch into each row 2 times] 6 times. Cut yarn.   

   Ajisai version 

Rep Row 1-2 of right front band 9 (7, 8, 9) times more. 

Buttonholes 

Row 1 (RS): k2, p1, k1, yo, k2tog, p1, k1, p1, k2. 

Row 2 (WS): p2, (k1, p1) 4 times, p1. 

Row 3 (RS): k2, (p1, k1) 4 times, k1. 

Row 4 (WS): p2, (k1, p1) 4 times, p1.  

Rep last 2 rows 5 (5, 6, 7) times more. 

Then make the buttonholes 5 times every 14 (16, 18, 20) rows. After last buttonhole, you have 

92 (98, 110, 122) rows. 

Work 51 (66, 80, 84) more times (or to your desired length) Rows 1 and 2. Do not cut yarn. 

Sew front band to front edge using a tapestry needle or a crochet hook (whichever you like), 

starting from the bottom of the hem while adjusting the length (If necessary, add or shorten 

the front band). Graft live sts on needle and the right edge of neck rib with Kitchener st.  

 

Left front edge (Both version) 

Work as right front edge, omitting buttonholes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Buttonholes of Mimosa version.               Hem. 

(In this pic, I make buttonholes in different 

color for easy understanding.) 
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Thank you very much! 
I’m very grateful for your help, dear... 
 

Yuko Shimizu 

ari, 
emikina, 
fuko, 
plumoon, 
shokomizune, 
yurivee, 

Aya,  
Ayumi, 
Maki, 
Mika, 
Tomomi. 
 
 

Finishing 

Sew underarm seams. 

Weave in ends. 

Sew 6 buttons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


