
A N N I K A  A N D R E A  W O L K E

Holtby
A touch of graphic colourwork 

adds interest to this two-tone 

V-neck sweater for men
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BACK
Using 3.25mm needles and yarn A,  

cast on 113 (125:137:149:161:173) sts.

Row 1 (RS): K1, *P1, K1; rep from * to end.

Row 2: P1, *K1, P1; rep from * to end.

These 2 rows form rib.

Work in rib for a further 10 rows, ending 

with RS facing for next row.

Change to 3.75mm needles.

Beg with a K row, now work in st st 

throughout as folls:

Cont straight until Back meas 42½ (43: 

43½:44:44½:45) cm, ending with RS 

facing for next row.

Change to 4mm needles.

Beg on stitch 1 (5:9:3:7:1) and ending on 

stitch 3 (9:5:1:7:3) and using the Fair Isle 

technique, stranding yarn not in use 

loosely across the back of the work, cont in 

patt from Chart, which is worked entirely 

in st st beg with a K row, as folls:

Work 2 rows, ending with RS facing for 

next row.

SHAPE ARMHOLES

Keeping patt correct, cast off 4 (5:6:7:8:9) 

sts at beg of next 2 rows. 

105 (115:125:135:145:155) sts.

Dec 1 st at each end of next 5 (5:7:7:9:9) 

rows, then on foll 2 (2:1:1:0:0) alt rows. 

91 (101:109:119:127:137) sts.

Work 1 row, ending after chart row 14 and 

with RS facing for next row.

Change to 3.75mm needles.

Break off yarn A and cont in st st, beg with  

a K row, using yarn B only as folls:

Dec 1 st at each end of next and foll  

1 (3:3:5:5:6) alt rows, then on foll 4th row. 

85 (91:99:105:113:121) sts.

Cont straight until armhole meas  

20 (21½:23:24½:26:27½) cm, ending with 

RS facing for next row.

SHAPE SHOULDERS AND BACK NECK 

Next row (RS):  Cast off 6 (6:7:8:8:9) sts, 

knit until there are 22 (24:26:28:31:33) sts 

on right needle and turn, leaving rem sts on 

a holder.

Work each side of neck separately.

Dec 1 st at neck edge of next 4 rows and at 

same time cast off 6 (6:7:8:9:9) sts at beg of 

2nd row, then 6 (7:7:8:9:10) sts at beg of foll 

alt row.

Work 1 row. 

Cast off rem 6 (7:8:8:9:10) sts.

With RS facing, slip centre 29 (31:33:33:35: 

37) sts onto a holder (for neckband), rejoin 

yarn and K to end.

Complete to match first side, reversing 

shapings.

FRONT
Work as given for Back until 40 (40:44:44: 

46:46) rows less have been worked than on 

Back to beg of shoulder shaping, ending 

with RS facing for next row.  

85 (91:99:105:113:121) sts.

DIVIDE FOR FRONT NECK

Next row (RS): K42 (45:49:52:56:60) and 

turn, leaving rem sts on a holder.

Work each side of neck separately.

Dec 1 st at neck edge of 2nd and foll  

16 (18:18:18:19:21) alt rows, then on  

1 (0:1:1:1:0) foll 4th row. 

24 (26:29:32:35:38) sts.

Work 1 row, ending with RS facing for next 

row.

SHAPE SHOULDER 

Cast off 6 (6:7:8:8:9) sts at beg of next and 

foll 2 (1:2:2:0:1) alt rows, then – (7:-:-:9:10) 

sts at beg of foll – (1:-:-:2:1) alt rows.

Work 1 row.

Cast off rem 6 (7:8:8:9:10) sts.

With RS facing, slip centre st onto a holder 

(for neckband), rejoin yarn and K to end. 

42 (45:49:52:56:60) sts.

THIS CLASSIC V-neck sweater for men, 

designed by Annika Andrea Wolke, is 

worked in two colours of Rowan Felted 

Tweed. The top half, in red, blends into 

the bottom blue half through the use of  

a subtle stranded colourwork pattern 

around the chest and upper sleeves. 

SIZE

TO FIT

CHEST

XS S M L XL XXL

81-86 91-97 102-107 112-117 122-127 132-137 cm

32-34 36-38 40-42 44-46 48-50 52-54  in

ACTUAL 

CHEST

94 104 114 124 134 144 cm

37 41 45 48¾ 52¾ 56¾  in

ACTUAL 

LENGTH

65 67 69 71 73 75 cm

25½ 26½ 27¼ 28 28¾ 29½  in

SLEEVE 

SEAM

47 49 51 52 53 53 cm

18½ 19¼ 20 20½ 20¾ 20¾  in

YARN 

Rowan Felted Tweed (DK weight; 50% wool, 25% viscose, 

25% alpaca; 175m/191yds per 50g ball)

CARBON  

(159) 6 7 7 8 9 9
x50g 

BALLS

BARN 

RED  

(196)
2 2 3 3 3 3

x50g 

BALLS

NEEDLES & 

ACCESSORIES

1 pair 3.25mm (UK 10/US 3) 

knitting needles

1 pair 3.75mm (UK 9/US 5) 

knitting needles

1 pair 4mm (UK 8/US 6) 

knitting needles

3.25mm (UK 10/US 3) circular 

needles, no more than 40cm 

long

Stitch holders

TENSION 

24 sts and 32 rows to 10cm 

over st st on 3.75mm needles

YARN STOCKISTS

Rowan 01484 668200 

www.knitrowan.com

For general abbreviations, 

see p89
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Complete to match first side, reversing 

shapings.

SLEEVES
Using 3.25mm needles and yarn A,  

cast on 55 (57:61:63:65:67) sts.

Beg with row 1, work in rib as given for 

Back for 12 rows, ending with RS facing for 

next row. 

Change to 3.75mm needles.

Beg with a K row, now work in st st 

throughout as folls:

Inc 1 st at each end of 5th and every foll  

6th row to 75 (79:77:83:91:101) sts, then  

on every foll 8th row until there are  

91 (95:99:103:107:111) sts.

Cont straight until Sleeve meas 46½ (48½: 

50½:51½:52½:52½) cm, ending with RS 

facing for next row. 

Change to 4mm needles.

Beg on stitch 2 (10:8:6:4:2) and ending on 

stitch 2 (4:6:8:10:2), cont in patt from Chart 

as folls:

Work 2 rows, ending with RS facing for 

next row.

SHAPE TOP

Keeping patt correct, cast off 4 (5:6:7:8:9) 

sts at beg of next 2 rows. 

83 (85:87:89:91:93) sts.

Dec 1 st at each end of next 5 rows, then on 

BLOCKING DIAGRAM

CHART

KEY

foll 2 alt rows. 

69 (71:73:75:77:79) sts.

Work 1 row, ending after chart row 14 and 

with RS facing for next row.

Change to 3.75mm needles.

Break off yarn A and cont in st st, beg with  

a K row, using yarn B only as folls:

Dec 1 st at each end of next and every foll alt 

row until 51 sts rem, then on foll 11 rows, 

ending with RS facing for next row. 29 sts.

Cast off 5 sts at beg of next 2 rows. 

Cast off rem 19 sts.

MAKING UP
Block pieces gently, following any yarn 

care instructions on the ball band.

Join both shoulder seams using back stitch, 

or mattress stitch if preferred. 

NECKBAND

With RS facing, using 3.25mm circular 

needles and yarn B, pick up and knit  

40 (40:44:44:46:46) sts down left side of 

front neck, knit st on holder at base of V  

and mark this st with a coloured thread, 

pick up and knit 40 (40:44:44:46:46) sts  

up right side of front neck, and 5 sts  

down right side of back neck, K across  

29 (31:33:33:35:37) sts on back holder,  

then pick up and knit 5 sts up left side of 

back neck. 

120 (122:132:132:138:140) sts.

Round 1 (RS): *K1, P1; rep from * to end.

This round sets position of rib.

Keeping rib correct, cont as folls:

Round 2: Rib to within 1 st of marked st, 

slip next 2 sts as though to K2tog (marked st 

is second of these 2 sts), K1, then pass 2 

slipped sts over, rib to end.

Round 3: Rib to marked st, K marked st,  

rib to end.

Rep last 2 rounds 3 times more. 

112 (114:124:124:130:132) sts.

Cast off in rib, still decreasing either side of 

marked st as before.

FINISHING
Place centre of cast-off edge of sleeve to 

shoulder seam. Set in sleeve, easing 

sleevehead into armhole.

Join side and sleeve seams.  

This pattern is 

taken from 

Rowan’s seasonal 

pattern collection, 

Magazine 66. For 

details of your 

nearest stockist, 

call 01484 668200 

or visit www.knitrowan.com.
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Stranded colourwork 

blends the two 

coloured sections
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